
 Promoting Trees Activity Sheet

Online campaigning to plant trees

Support online campaigns to plant trees to address the 
nature and climate emergency.

What resources?
• A lot of people and friends who can be contacted 

online.  
• A bit of time to write petitions, meet or lobby 

local politicians, landowners.

What to do?
• Find local, national or international online 

campaigns for tree planting and afforestation. 
For example complete an online petition to your 
council asking for a doubling of tree cover in the 
local authority area over the next 25 years.

• Lobby local councillors and talk and persuade 
local landowners to plant trees.

• Use social media to link others to these 
campaigns.

• Set up or join a webinar to discuss how to 
influence Council decisions and policies.

• Design placards, posters and  presentations. 
• Consider setting up a local group to plant and 

protect trees. 
• Set up a community tree nursery, community 

woodland or orchard with others and offer trees 
to the local community.

What benefits? 
• Successful online campaigning can change 

people’s attitudes and behaviour, change policies 
(and even regulations and laws!), change 
environments - and most vitally change the 
climate!  It’s a way of acting locally from home, 
cooperatively with many others and influencing 
more globally.

• There are many social, financial, environmental, 
and political benefits from online campaigning.

• There are loads of benefits from planting trees - 
they will clean the air, reduce flooding, enrich 
wildlife, and cool cities.

• Probably most vitally planting trees captures 
carbon as part of their photosynthesis and stores 
it in both the living tree and when it is dead or as 
timber. The fossil fuels that are now combusted 
and changing the climate were partly formed in  
the Carboniferous Period from the earliest trees. 
So planting trees as a carbon bank can replace 
dead trees as a carbon source.

• Online campaigns can change local government 
policy about fossil fuels and climate change, 
especially if backed up by some form of direct, 
passive action. 

• They can help people understand that the right 
tree should be planted in the right place at the 
right time  –  where, what species, how many?

What learning? 
There are many practical, technical, digital and 
communication skills that you can learn from joining or 
starting an online campaign. You might even find that it 
changes your own behaviour and values - Be open to that! 

What examples?

Local campaigns
Plantabosque from Spain
Futuro Project, from Portugal
Roads for Trees Project, from Poland

National campaigns
The Big Climate Fightback and Ancient woodlands 
campaigns 
Woodland Trust's Emergency Tree Plan for the UK 
Friends of the Earth Trees campaign It asks why should 
the UK double tree cover. It has one of the lowest tree 
covers in Europe. Woodlands now cover only 13% of the 
UK – less than half the European average. It also asks 
where should the trees be planted – Is it the uplands or 
lowlands, urban or rural?  
Trees for Life – Rewilding the Scottish Highlands

International campaigns
Trillion Trees
UN Trillion Tree campaign 
Forest app - cure for phone addiction 

http://www.adenex.org/index.php/proyectos/plantabosques
http://www.trilliontrees.org/
http://www.100milarvores.pt/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/protecting-trees-and-woods/campaign-with-us%20%20
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/protecting-trees-and-woods/campaign-with-us%20%20
http://www.trilliontreecampaign.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOlFDJ-aUiI&feature=emb_rel_end
https://treesforlife.org.uk/about-us
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees
https://trees.org/sponsor/forest-app
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/press-centre/2020/01/emergency-tree-plan

