
 Promoting Trees Activity Sheet

Identifying trees

Develop the skill of identifying and naming trees. 
Why should foresters recognize trees species? 
How to develop this skill?

Students and young people may suffer from a gap 
between academic and practical skills for many reasons:

 Lack of field excursions.
 Lab-based classes.
 Using dried samples or green ones which are not 

representative of the whole tree.
 Latin names are not practical in the field and 

students need to learn the common names to be 
able to communicate with the local communities 
and forest workers.

 Heavy contents of courses and overwhelming 
students with big numbers of species in a short 
time.

What resources?
 Tree ID app, Woodland Trust

 Tree Identification Guidebooks
 Tree genus names in different languages

What to do?
The most important thing that you should know is that 
this learning process takes time, but enjoy it.

 Try to do some visits yourself, It can be to the 
nearby forest or the urban forest in your city – 
just get out! 

 Observe the trees very well, you need to observe 
the trunk patterns, leaf and fruit types and 
flowers at different seasons.

 Take photos. You can make a Flicker account or 
better make an Instagram account to store your 
photos, this step will help you to go back to your 
photos anytime and review the names, date, and 
location of the plants in case you wanted to go 
back to see the trees.

 Look for the Latin names using field guides on 
online apps. Link the names to the photos using 
hashtags, hashtags register your photos in 
Instagram so anyone can view them and learn 
with you.

 Don't panic. If you couldn’t remember the names 

in the beginning, the most important thing is 
getting familiar with the features of the trees.

 Remember that you are learning a new language, 
you need to repeat the names, with the time you 
will get fluent.

 Make it silly! Try to relate the Latin names to 
familiar words from your language, I’m sure you 
will find some.

 It’s harder and it takes a longer time to learn how 
to identify all trees species from countries with a 
higher number of biodiversity like tropical or 
Mediterranean countries for example, and it gets 
less difficult in Nordic countries due to the lower 
numbers of trees species!

 Try to prioritize native species, start with trees 
and then move to shrubs.

 Look at the leaves or needles. Is it a broadleaf 
(usually deciduous) or is it a conifer (usually with 
needles or scales)?

 Different features will be visible through the 
seasons. In winter, for broadleaf trees, you'll have 
to use twigs, leaf buds and bark.

 Take notice of the surrounding area such as 
hedgerows, fields, parks, woodland or close to 
water. Some species are more likely to grow near 
water, in scrubland, parkland or in woodland.

 Piece the clues together, including the overall 
shape and size of the tree, bark, leaves or 
needles, flowers, fruits, leaf buds and twigs. The 
more features you can see, the more accurate 
your identification will be.

What benefits?
Why should we even learn the names and identify the 
species? Why in Latin?
Globally the Latin names are used in science to avoid 
confusion with common names that vary in each country 
and maybe in each zone! and the unity of names makes it 
easier for scientists to describe species or phenomena.
In forestry the main focus is on tree species as they form 
the structure of the forest ecosystems, Describing them is 
crucial for many measures in the forest like biodiversity 
measures, surveys, tree health surveys, management and 
regeneration plans, and genetic studies.

What learning?
The skill of tree identification by observing and recording 
the leaves, flowers, fruits, bark and shape of trees.

What examples?
 Leafsnap – Plant Identification app

 Heart of England Forest tree guide

 Street and park trees

 Urban Tree Survey, Natural History Museum

 A-Z of British Trees, Woodland Trust

 Tree Health Survey, Opal

 The Wood Database – European timber

 Common trees of the UK, Part 1 Video

 Common trees of the UK, Part 2 Video

https://plantidentifier.info/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-46v93xEeXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zo_gfajkj8c
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-finder/?fwp_location=europe
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/opal/surveys/treehealthsurvey/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/resources-rx/files/urban-tree-survey-key-69444.pdf
http://amanita-photolibrary.co.uk/Street_park_trees/index.htm
https://www.heartofenglandforest.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Tree_Guide.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-2U9YU37q0pjajnItOlext84HB5G_DO1tZgCocM0YuI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/tree-id-app/

